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English:

I'd like to introduce the Hungry Ghost Festival in Singapore. There are many festivals to
celebrate the dead all over the world, such as Halloween in the West. Ghost festival is
celebrated in Asia, but different countries have different ways to do it. It is believed that after
death, ghosts either wander on the earth or enter the hell. So the festivals are usually in August
and to feed the ghosts, burn incense and worship to bless people’s life after they die. It's the
same festival, but Singaporeans take it more seriously, with 40% believing in the logic behind
it. So they are having a bigger celebration than that in Hong Kong. In Singapore, the
celebration lasts for a month, not just a few days as that in Hong Kong. Before the Hungry
Ghost Day, many shops start selling incense and ghost paper, like that in shape of an umbrella
or an iPhone, and so on. Besides, many Getai (literally song stage) are set up and music is
played everywhere. Getai is for living people to tell their stories, in Hokkien dialect or
Mandarin. The seats in the front row are empty because they are reserved for the dead. If
someone sat there, bad luck might happen, or even a ghost might take over. In Hong Kong,
there is no such strong beliefs, and less preparation for celebration. However, in Singapore, a
lot of people are walking around during the Festival with beautiful setup. The celebrate is
quite fun. People worship from morning to night, which produces a lot of smoke, so the air
quality decreases during this time. They would stick incense sticks in the ground which form
a path. The dead can eat all kinds of things along the path. At night, with candles and incenses,
the scenery is beautiful. Anyone steps on it will be looked down upon by the passers-by.
There were many rituals, such as a Taoist priest hitting the ground with a long object. They
believe ghosts are connected to the ground. So hitting the ground would make the ghost
give way for the living to pass through. A lot of such events go throughout the month. It is
be noisy, but also fun. | used to live on the 10th and 11th floors, but | could still hear them. It
sounds scary, but if you believe in it, you'll find it pleasant. In Chinese culture, people believe
that after they die, they will go to heaven, otherwise they will stay on earth and become
hungry ghosts. So this festival is a celebration for them through worship so that they can be
reincarnated. Maybe the Buddhists in Hong Kong believe in this, so fewer people believe in
Hungry Ghost Festival in Hong Kong than in Singapore. At night we see people burning
candles and incense, creating a very peaceful atmosphere, believing that the dead can be
resurrected. Although there is Ghost Day in Hong Kong, it is completely different from that in
Singapore. | usually recommend people to come to Singapore in August to celebrate it and
experience a different atmosphere.



